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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A probe An automobile car control method for 
controlling behavior of cars, comprising: tho ctopo of: 

inputting a control strategy concerning behavior of a prob e an automobile car 
and/or a car group strategy concerning behavior of a car group having a probe an 
automobile car at head thereof, based on a road map database or traffic data 
collected in real time; 

evaluating propriety of the strategy; and 

transmitting a proper strategy to tho probe car control instructions to the 
probe automobile car to control th fi automobile car. 

2. (Currently Amended) A probe An automobile car control apparatus for 
controlling behavior of cars, comprising: 
a road map database; 

a car group control strategy input section for inputting a control strategy 
concerning behavior of a prob e an automobile car and/or a car group strategy 
concerning behavior of a car group having a probe an automobile car at head 
thereof, based on a road map database or traffic data collected in real time; 

a car group control strategy evaluating and determining section for evaluating 
propriety of the strategy and determining a proper strategy; and 

a car group control strategy transmission section for transmitting automobile 
carcontro! instructions of the proper strategy to the f*ebe automobile car. 
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3. (Currently Amended) A probe An automobile car control apparatus 
according to claim 2, wherein the control strategy of the pfefee automobile car 
inputted by the car group control strategy input section comprises an index 
concerning a speed ouch as a dosirod opood of tho probo car and/or an index 
concerning steering operation cuch ao a lono change 

4. (Currently Amended) A-pmbe An automobile car control apparatus 
according to claim 2, wherein the car group control strategy evaluating and 
determining section comprises a traffic simulator for evaluating propriety of the 
strategy. 

5. (Currently Amended) A prob e An automobile car control apparatus 
according to claim 2, wherein the traffic data comprises: 

car traveling data transmitted from an in-vehicle terminal having a 
transmission function via radio communication means such as a beacon on a road 
or a base station of portable telephone or PHS; 

fixed point passing traffic data measured by a car sensor on a road; and 

road image processing data measured by an image sensor; or 

indication schedule data of intersection signals. 



6.-16. (Cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer of any scope or subject 
matter) 
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17. (New) An automobile car control apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
the speed is a desired speed of the automobile car. 

18. (New) An automobile car control apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
the steering operation is a lane change. 



